KING    GEORGE    AS    A    FATHER
then: "George V is the most successful of modern British
kings because he is the King for whom the British Constitution
has been waiting from its earliest days/' The writer assumed
more liberties than his English contemporaries and he went
on to discuss King George's life as a parent. He rightly decided
that after the King was married, the "retired naval officer had
become the stern Victorian father whose word was law. The
exemplary commander of the Thrush had become the exem-
plary Victorian husband with a dislike for the unfamiliar, a
routine as regular as the sun's and a rigid sense of duty.
Children did not speak unless spoken to—and the parental
voice was a voice which could be heard and obeyed even by
an eldest son. . . ."
King George was an exacting parent. His self-discipline made
it difficult for him to comprehend the shaken generation which
matured through the war. He had deep respect for those who
had been brave, and compassion for those who were maimed
or in sorrow; but his own insistent standards did not
permit him to estimate the psychological distress of the genera-
tion which returned to England, only to find that they no
longer spoke the same language as the old. The Sovereign's
influence therefore lay in his example rather than in sensitive
understanding. His was a sublime, devotional character. His
faith was not clogged with theology, neither did it condone
weakness. It was the steady star of his example which wras the
chief strength of his influence over his sons. It was not always
easy to live up to this example, but there was never any doubt
as to the quality of the King's standards, or of the resolve with
wilich he kept them.
One misfortune in sending the heir to the throne on so
many expeditions lay in the separation from these two influ-
ences in his life. The new countries gained something through
fuller comprehension of the English spirit, and the Prince
learned much by information and through knowledge of the
habits of the men he met. But the knowledge was gathered
too quickly and in choking quantities, so that it had less
opportunity of growing into real wisdom. The wonder of his
101

